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THE PURCHASE COLLEGE LATIN JAZZ FESTIVAL

PAYS TRIBUTE TO EDDIE PALMIERI
Two events at The Performing Arts Center, Purchase College on Saturday, February 10

(February 1, 2024. Purchase, NY) On Saturday, February 10, the inaugural Purchase College Latin
Jazz Festival will take place at The Performing Arts Center, Purchase College (The Purchase PAC).
The festival will include two events: The Purchase College Jazz Festival at 3:30pm and A Tribute
to Eddie Palmieri at 8pm.

The daytime Purchase College Latin Jazz Festival will be a showcase and competition, featuring
five regional high school Latin Jazz bands. The participants are: Jazz House Kids Latin Jazz
Ensemble (Montclair, NJ), Celia Cruz High School (Bronx, NY), Susan Wagner High School (Staten
Island, NY), All-City Jazz Orchestra (Manhattan, NY), and All-City Latin Orchestra (Manhattan,
NY).

Each band will perform a 30-minute set for the public, and then perform a second time for a panel
of judges made up of professional Latin jazz musicians Eddie Palmieri, David DeJesus, Ray Vega,
and Ricardo Rodriguez. The ensembles will receive feedback on their performances, and the most
exceptional students from each group will be invited to participate in the evening performance.

The festival is open to the public, and $25 general admission tickets are available on The Purchase
PAC’s website at https://www.artscenter.org/events/purchase-college-latin-jazz-festival/.

The second half of the program, starting at 8pm, will be a musical tribute to NEA Jazz Master and
ten-time Grammy Award winner Eddie Palmieri. Known as one of the finest pianists of the past 60
years, “El Maestro” is a bandleader, arranger and composer of salsa and Latin jazz. His signature
style fuses the Afro-Caribbean rhythms of his Puerto Rican heritage with the complexity of his jazz
influences: Thelonious Monk, Herbie Hancock, McCoy Tyner, and his older brother, Charlie
Palmieri.

The line-up for A Tribute to Eddie Palmieri includes trumpeter Ray Vega, saxophonist David
Delesus, bassist Ricardo Rodriguez, and the Purchase Latin Jazz Orchestra — an ensemble made up
of top students from the Purchase College Conservatory of Music. While he no longer performs live,
Palmieri himself will be in attendance, and has promised to address the audiences during the evening
concert.
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Tickets for A Tribute to Eddie Palmieri range in price from $25 - $55 and can be purchased on The
Performing Arts Center’s website at: https://www.artscenter.org/events/eddie-palmieri-and-the-
purchase-latin-jazz-orchestra/.

“The Purchase PAC has built a cultural legacy on celebrating artistic creativity and using it as
an opportunity to lift up a new generation of artists and musicians. I’m thrilled and delighted
that thanks to our collaboration with Purchase College Assistant Professor of Music and Latin
Jazz Orchestra Conductor David DeJesus we’re able to celebrate the fantastic musical legacy
of Eddie Palmieri while passing the torch to future talents in the Latin Jazz field.”

The Purchase College Latin Jazz Festival is presented by The Performing Arts Center, Purchase
College, in collaboration with the Purchase College Conservatory of Music. This engagement is
supported by The Audience Building Project, a program of the Lake Placid Center for the Arts
and the New York State Council on the Arts with support from the Governor and New York
State Legislature.
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The Performing Arts Center, Purchase College (The Purchase PAC), a four-theatre complex located
on the campus of Purchase College, SUNY, is the major professional, non-profit arts presenter in
the Southeastern New York—Southwestern Connecticut region.

The Purchase PAC has long been a hub for a creative community of highly skilled artists, civic and
academic leaders, community activists, and volunteers who recognize the power of investing in the
performing arts to spark creativity and connection.

Through Education & Engagement programs, The Purchase PAC creates opportunities for over
20,000 local K -12 students and multi-generational learners to participate in the artistic process. The
Purchase PAC has a collaborative relationship with the campus population, hosting performances
for the Conservatories of Music, Dance, and Theatre Arts. Purchase College students can take
advantage of master classes, on-site training, internships, job opportunities, and ticket discounts. An
active facility rental business focuses on providing space and support to high-quality musical
recordings, technical rehearsals, and community events.

The PAC acknowledges with great appreciation our major funders and sponsors: NYSCA,
ArtsWestchester, PepsiCo, Inc., The Vivian & Seymour Milstein Endowed Fund, Lucille Werlinich,
The Jandon Foundation, and the Bee Steinhaus Memorial Arts-in-Education Fund.

Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY, is located 28 miles northeast of New
York City at the Connecticut border. The College, part of the State University of New York (SUNY),
is an institution of public higher education encompassing the liberal arts and sciences, professional
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training in the performing and visual arts, continuing education, the Neuberger Museum of Art, and
The Performing Arts Center.

Purchase College Conservatory of Music performance-based degree programs offer a distinctive,
comprehensive education for aspiring undergraduate and graduate music students, preparing
students for entry into their fields through rigorous and comprehensive studio practice, fortified by
theoretical, conceptual, and historical study.
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